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What Do the Four Beasts in Daniel Chapter 7 
Symbolize? 


Sixbert SANGWA - May 01, 2024 


Chapter / of the Book of Daniel presents a compelling prophetic vision of the world's empires, symbolized as 
four beasts. These visions, while distressing to Daniel and somewhat complex in interpretation, ultimately 


transmit a message of hope. 


They assure us that even though earthly empires may rise and fall, the kingdom of the "holy people of the Most 
High" will endure eternally (Daniel 7:18). This reassurance of the ultimate divine triumph provides a comforting 


perspective when contemplating the rise and fall of earthly powers. 


The narrative begins with a vivid scenario of a stormy night and a tumultuous sea. In this chaotic setting, four 
distinctive beasts emerge from the churning waves, each symbolizing a different empire (Danie! 7:2-3). The 
imagery used in this depiction serves to illustrate the turbulent nature of worldly power dynamics. 

The first beast is depicted as a lion with the wings of an eagle, symbolizing King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon 
(Danie! 7:4). The transformation of this beast into a human-like figure is a symbolic reflection of 
Nebuchadnezzar's personal journey. This journey took him from a beast-like existence, characterized by 
arrogance and disregard for the divine, to an enlightened understanding of God's true nature and supremacy 
(Daniel 4:34-35). 


The second beast, which resembles a bear with three ribs in its mouth, symbolizes the Medo-Persian Empire 
(Daniel 7:5). The bear's asymmetric posture indicates the dominant Persian side of the empire, while the three 
ribs signify the nations of Babylon, Lydia, and Egypt. These were all powerful nations that eventually fell to the 


might of the Medes and Persians, further consolidating their power. 


The third beast, depicted as a leopard with bird-like wings and four heads, represents Greece (Danie! /:6). 
Known for its swift and rapid conquests, the four heads of this beast predict the eventual fragmentation of the 
empire following the death of its renowned leader, Alexander the Great. Daniel's vision of the ram and the goat 
in Daniel 8 offers further details about these second and third kingdoms, providing additional insights into the 


nature and progression of these empires. 


The final and most fearsome beast, possessing large iron teeth and bronze claws, signifies the Roman Empire 
(Daniel 7:7). This beast, with its ten horns, symbolizes a powerful kingdom that obliterated all opposition. The 
Roman Empire was infamous for its distortion of God's design, its power being exemplified in its actions, 
including the crucifixion of Christ and the persecution of martyrs. Within the ten horns of the final beast, Daniel 
observes a small horn growing, which uproots three of the original horns. This horn, with human-like eyes and a 
boastful mouth (Danie! 7:8), is not yet fully understood. Scholars suggest that it represents the Antichrist, who is 
yet to emerge from a revived version of the Roman Empire — the same empire that transitioned into the current 


iron and clay kingdom as per Nebuchadnezzar's dreams. 


In retrospect, we can see the correlation between each beast and a world empire. However, parts of Daniel's 
vision are still relevant to our future. The visions documented in Danie! /, while multifaceted and sometimes 


unsettling, offer a prophetic perspective on world events. 


They serve as a reminder that despite the rise and fall of earthly powers, the final victory belongs to the "holy 
people of the Most High". This overarching theme of the enduring nature of God's kingdom provides a 


comforting and reassuring perspective amidst the ever-changing landscape of worldly power dynamics. 


Related Articles 


e What are the ten horns of the beast? 


¢ Who Exactly Is the "Prince of Persia" in Daniel 10? 


e What Are the Seven Heads of the Beast in Revelation? 


¢ What Does the Bible Say About the Revived Roman Empire? 

¢ The 1260, 1290, and 1335 days of Daniel and the timeline of end-time events 

¢ Who is the Antichrist: the second person in Satan's unholy trinity of the end times? 

e Who is the False Prophet: The Third Person in Satan's Unholy Trinity of the End Times? 

¢ Who Were the Kings of the North and South in Daniel 11, and How Was the Prophecy Fulfilled? 


Further Resources 


e Discover Online Ministry Opportunities at Open Christian Ministries (USA) 


e Pursue an Online Christian Degree from Open Christian University (USA) 
e Explore Christian Business Services from the Center for Faith and Work (Rwanda) 
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